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 The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation has awarded $640,395 
in grants to 24 nonprofit organizations. The grant recipients were select-
ed by the Board of Directors on Oct. 11 during their annual fall meeting 
in Indianapolis. The recipients have been awarded the grants to support 
youth-serving projects that seek to enhance the lives of children by ad-
dressing their physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs.  The fol-
lowing is a brief summary of the 10 grants awarded this year which were 
specifically sponsored by the Sons of The American Legion.

- American Legion Post 133 of Fort Kent, Maine, was awarded $1,630 
for their project, “Children Sharing Fishing Stories with Veterans.” This 
grant will provide a fun-filled, wholesome day for at-risk kids, facilitate 
interactive sharing of experiences between children and veterans, and 
reinforce classroom learning.

- American Printing House for the Blind of Louisville, Ky., was awarded 
$31,000 for their project, “Braille Tales: Sharing the Joy of Reading.” 
This grant will help build enthusiasm for reading and build sighted par-
ents’ confidence in the use of accessible reading for their child.

- Autism Speaks, Inc. of New York, N.Y., was awarded $32,070 for their 
project, “The Transition Tool Kit.” This grant will be a guide for families 
and children on the journey from adolescence to adulthood.

- Defending the Blue Line of Hastings, Minn., was awarded $10,000 for 
their project, “Military Kids Scholarship Project.” This grant will pro-
vide free equipment for military kids, attendance at summer camps, spe-
cial events, and financial assistance for registration fees and other costs 
associated with athletics.

 The National Executive Committee of the Sons has created a new 
commission known as the National Veterans Employment and Education 
Commission.  The mission of the new commission is to assist The Amer-
ican Legion in ensuring that America’s veterans have the opportunity 
to provide, with honor and dignity, the economic necessities of life for 
themselves and their families.
 In an effort to accomplish its mission, one of the commission’s first 
actions will be to help promote “Hiring Our Heroes” job fairs around the 

New Sons commission to assist veterans

Continued on Page 3

 Every National Commander of 
the Sons can expect to travel ex-
tensively during his year in office.  
But newly elected Commander 
Kevin Collier, whose home is An-
chorage, Alaska, has to fly five and 
a half hours just to arrive in Min-
neapolis – and then fly on to what-
ever continental destination lies 
ahead.
 A 31 year Life Member of the 
S.A.L., Kevin’s eligibility flows 
from his grandfather, a veteran of 
World War I.  In his private life, 
Kevin works as a Patient Services 
Supervisor for Food and Nutri-
tion Services at Providence Alaska 
Medical Center, a Children’s Mir-
acle Network hospital.  He earned 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Food Nutrition Services from the 
University of Utah.
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By Kevin Collier
National Commander

Getting the jump on a rockin’ good year

 I’ve been privileged to serve 
a number of years as Adjutant of 
my Detachment, an experience 
that has taught me an enormous 
amount about all aspects of our 
organization.  As I’ve watched my 
own Detachment grow and strug-
gle with membership, it’s become 
ever more apparent to me that one 
of the most important parts of the 
S.A.L. involves the role of the Dis-
trict Commander.  Different De-
tachments have different names 
for the administrative bodies that 
lie between Squadrons and their 
Detachment headquarters.  Most 
refer to them as districts.  Some are 
called divisions.  Some are known 
as areas.  Regardless of what we 
call them, the man who serves as 
commander of those intermediary 
bodies has become increasing-

ly important to the success of the 
S.A.L.
 District Commanders need to 
take an active role in the leader-
ship of their district, the Squad-
rons they represent, and the district 
officers they administer.  Perhaps 
more than any other individual in 
the entire Detachment, a District 
Commander can have the greatest 
impact on membership, both good 
and bad.  Someone who’s con-
stantly interacting with Squadrons 
is likely to help membership num-
bers increase.  The individual who 
sits back and lets his district drift 
on its own is more likely to preside 
over declining numbers.
 District Commanders have the 
ability to travel and visit with indi-
vidual Squadrons, helping explain 
and encourage activity in the wide 
variety of Legion programs, espe-
cially membership.  They should 
recognize when and where Squad-

rons are having difficulty reach-
ing membership and fund raising 
goals and offer resources.  It’s not 
uncommon to see District Com-
manders are some of the hardest 
working members in the state.
 Squadrons need to be promoting 
and supporting good candidates for 
the office of District Command-
er.  Detachment leaders need to be 
mentoring District Commanders 
and providing them with learning 
opportunities because today’s Dis-
trict Commanders will be tomor-
row’s Detachment and National 
officers.
 As a Detachment Adjutant, I 
welcome the everyday challenge 
of finding these new and dedicated 
leaders.  I hope each Detachment 
takes a step back and looks inward 
to see who is out there and how 
they can be nurtured.  Success is 
never given; it is earned.

By Kevin Winkelmann
Adjutant, Detachment of Texas

Importance of District Commanders

 This year’s World Series is in the history 
books, but S.A.L. membership teams across 
the nation don’t care about that.  They’re 

playing in our year-round “R.O.C.K.E.D. Membership Baseball League.”  
Major league spring training won’t get underway for several months, but 
our guys are swinging for the fences regardless of weather to bring mem-
bership across home plate for our American Legion Family.   Who will 
make it through the innings, win their regional pennant and make it to the 
World Series of the R.O.C.K.E.D. Membership Baseball League?  Only 
time will tell.  Keep up the great job you are doing.  Remember the three 
R’s:  Renew, Recruit, and Reinstate.  
 Many people have asked me where my theme “R.O.C.K.E.D.” comes 
from.  It stands for “Remembering Our Commitment - Keeping it Every 
Day.”
 I was at a squadron meeting one day and we were all reciting the pre-
amble to the S.A.L. National Constitution.  We’ve all repeated the words 
many times, but for some reason on this particular occasion, those words 
seemed to jump out at me.  I didn’t just hear them, I felt them.  It dawned 
on me that, as a proud possessors of a priceless heritage, I’m standing 
there reconfirming my commitment to serve my community, state and 
nation.  I’m agreeing to adopt in letter and spirit all the great principles 

Continued on Page 6

How do you define 
Americanism?
By Greg “Doc” Gibbs
Nat’l Americanism Chairman

Americanism (a mer’ i ka niz’ em), 
n. 1.  devotion to or a preference 
for the United States and its cit-
izens, 2. a custom, trait, or thing 
peculiar to the United States.

 As Webster’s defines it - yes, 
that is what our S.A.L. American-
ism Commission is all about.  The 
Commission now encompasses the 
Children and Youth Committee as 
well as the Child Welfare Founda-
tion Committee. Everything we do 
has a connection to Americanism, 
the country, and its citizens. 
 One trait that seems to be some-
what peculiar to the United States 
would be a love of country and a 

Continued on Page 8
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Community Service Scrapbook Contest
 Start your year off right and begin collecting information for your Com-
munity Service Scrapbook.  Squadrons, Districts, and even Detachments 
can enter the Americanism Commission’s Community Service Scrapbook 
Contest. Please see pages 39-40 in the S.A.L. Manual for complete crite-
ria, rules, judging, points, and deadline information. The manual is avail-
able online at www.legion.org/sal.
 Scrapbooks must be properly bound so there are no loose pages.  They 
must be typed or neatly written, spelling and grammar must be correct, 
and the information presented must be in chronological order. All sub-
missions must have dates and descriptions and only articles taking place 
during this administrative year may be submitted for judging. Points will 
be awarded according to this and other criteria listed in the manual. The 
scrapbook with the highest point total is eligible for an award.
 The usual deadline is mid-July, at least one month prior to the National 
Convention. Mail your completed scrapbook to National Headquarters, 
Sons of The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
with a return receipt requested.
 Scrapbooks are judged from criteria listed in the S.A.L. Manual.  Judg-
ing is conducted by Americanism Commission members who are present 
at the National Convention’s Pre-Convention N.E.C. meeting.  Awards 
are presented at the convention. 
 The Americanism Commission would love to see many Squadrons, 
Districts, and Detachments enter. Start early by collecting photos, news 
articles, and information about your events so you can compile your 
scrapbook as the year progresses and be ready for submission by the July 
deadline.

VE&E from Page 1

nation.  Another priority will be to 
help inform veterans of  education-
al benefits that are available in each 
state, in addition to or as an alterna-
tive to, federal GI Bill benefits.
 S.A.L. squadrons throughout 
the country can help by creating 
their own local VE&E committees 
whose members will assist with 
disseminating information to vet-
erans in their own communities.  
Districts and Detachments can do 
the same.  Whenever local job fairs 
and information about various ben-
efits can be found or are received 
from other Legion Family sourc-
es, Sons are encouraged to pass 
it along in their own newsletters, 
web, and Facebook pages.  They 
could also print it out and post it 
on the Post’s bulletin board and in 
other locations around the commu-
nity where local veterans can see it. 
Sons should help their Post e-mail 
this kind information out to mem-
bers. The best idea is to be creative 
with distribution plans.
 When someone leaves the mil-
itary, their biggest question is of-
ten, “What’s next?”  Sons Squad-
rons can help answer that question 
by providing information.  This 
newest national commission of the 
Sons of The American Legion has 
a unique opportunity to assist our 
heroes and every squadron in the 
nation has an opportunity to con-
tribute, as well.
 Today’s service members of-
ten face the difficult challenge of 
finding that first civilian job, or 
attaining the education necessary 
to eventually choose a reward-
ing career. For those struggling to 
find post-military employment or 
education, The American Legion 
is helping to make the transition 
smoother.

 Sons should get used to being 
“R.O.C.K.E.D.” this year - Kev-
in’s theme.  It stands for “Remem-
ber Our Commitment – Keeping 
it Every Day.”  As National Com-
mander, Collier wants to keep Sons 
motivated by providing squadrons 
with tools that will help them raise 
more money for Legion Family 
projects.  Some of his chief goals 
this year will include a 90 per-
cent membership renewal rate and 
a push to have 400,000 members 
signed up by May 1, 2016.  He’ll be 
challenging Sons to raise 50 cents 
per member for the National Emer-
gency Fund ($200,000).  He’ll also 
continue a relatively new trend in-
side the S.A.L. to raise money for 

Collier from Page 1
The American Legion’s Endow-
ment Fund which provides money 
for temporary financial assistance 
for the minor children of veter-
ans and also provides money to 
train Service Officers throughout 
the country.  Commander Kevin’s 
Endowment Fund goal will be 25 
cents per member ($100,000).
 Of course, he’ll continue to 
encourage Sons to raise money 
for the Child Welfare Foundation 
and see how close the S.A.L. can 
come to raising $600,000 for that 
cause this year.  If that happens, 
the Sons’ all-time CWF contribu-
tion level will be boosted past the 
$7 million mark.  As Commander 
Kevin is fond of saying, “Wouldn’t 
it be a little piece of heaven when 
we reach seven?”
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 Sons from Tybee Island, GA Squadron 154, along with 
Legion Family members, local residents and business own-
ers, have found a unique way to open their arms each year 
to dozens of U.S. military personnel and their families.  Ty-
bee Island is a picturesque seashore community filled with 
resort cottages and condos.  “Tybee Salutes Heroes Week-
end” was begun last year.  More than 50 active and retired 
military members and their families were treated to a low 
cost get-away weekend that included a parade (Right), fam-
ily-friendly events, meals, memorial services, and a great 
deal of hospitality from a grateful 
community.  One of the best things 
Squadron 154 did was compile 
a detailed scrapbook containing 
background information, plans, 
contact lists and photos of their 
memorable weekend.

 Each year in late May, Sons 
from Lincoln Park, NJ Squadron 
279 place military service flags 
along Veterans Memorial Bridge in 
time for the community’s annual Memorial Day parade.  The 
display also contains a list of the names of those lost on 9/11.  
The flags remain on the bridge through Veterans Day.

 Autumn is a popular hunting season.  Everyone acquiring 
their first Pennsylvania hunting license must now pass an eight 
hour safety course run by the state’s Game Commission.  Sons at 
Mountain Top, PA Squadron 781 have helped promote the class-
es to youngsters and have hosted classes at the post, providing 
snacks and meals for dozens of participants.

 Who says you have to wait until spring to get out and clean 
things up?  Autumn turned out to be a good time for members 
of Terre Haute, IN Squadron 346 to get together and clean up a 
POW-MIA memorial located on the post grounds.  (Left)

 This year’s S.A.L. National Convention was held 
in Baltimore, MD in late August.  Sons from the 
Detachment of Ohio were having lunch one day at 
a restaurant near the harbor and spotted some U.S. 
Navy Chief candidates eating lunch at a nearby ta-
ble.  Not only did our guys go over and thank the 
soon-to-be Chiefs for their service, they also picked 
up their lunch tab.

 Thanks to the Sons of Ellesnburg, WA, 
Squadron 8, the Kittitas Count Veterans Coali-
tion now has the $1,000 it needed to fix steering 
and air conditioning on the van used to trans-
port veterans to and from their community to 
the VA Hospital in Seattle. (Below)

 St. Pete Beach, FL 
Squadron 305 member 
William Corbitt has been a 
part of the S.A.L. for over 
20 years.  He’s been hand-
icapped since birth but that 

doesn’t  stop him from consistently volunteer-
ing and supporting the post and its veterans.  
Kind of reminds one of the phrase, “All gave 
some and some gave all.”

All I want for 
Christmas is

my new Sons. 
membership 

card



 While most of us were enjoying sunshine and 
picnics this summer, three intrepid young Boy 
Scouts and their two adult chaperones were busy 
raising money and awareness for The American 
Legion’s Operation Comfort Warrior program by 
undertaking a 60-day, 3,600 mile bike trip across 
the United States.  Starting on the shores of the 
Pacific Ocean, the cyclers and their chase van 
peddled through 13 states, climbed mountains, 
visited American Legion posts, and held fund 
raisers.  When they finally arrived in New York City, they met up with American Legion National 
Commander Mike Helm at Ground Zero (Left) and dipped their bike tires into the Hudson River.  The 

young bikers included Ryan Tallman, Jonathan Williams and Bryce 
Nurding.  Their fourth biker was Vietnam veteran Don Child.  Along 
with van driver Pat Wollner, the group’s original goal was to raise 
$10,000 for Operation Comfort Warrior.  They were doing pretty 
well until they reached LaGrange, IN Legion Post 215, and were 
met by Legion Family members from across the state.  Detachment 
of Indiana Membership Chairman Doug Heiser assumed the role 
of auctioneer (Above) and raised over $4,000.  That prompted the 
bikers to raise their goal to $15,000.  But when the cyclists reached 
the Detachment of New York, even that goal was surpassed and had 
to be reset to $25,000.  Read more about this grueling, life-altering 

trip at www.biketripamerica.com and see many pictures of Legion Family involvement on the Bike 
Trip America Facebook page.
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 Way up there in Michigan’s Upper Penin-
sula, members of Lake Linden, MI Squadron 
90 have become the largest single contribu-
tors to the UP Honor Flight program.  This 
year the guys held two events that brought in 
$10,000.  Their first event was a music festi-
val (Above)  and silent auction.  The second 
was a big spaghetti and chicken dinner and 
another silent auction.

Each year, Sons from Colton, CA Squadron 155 and 
the Detachment of California say thanks to Marines 
and sailors at Camp Pendleton by joining in on an 
end of summer beach bash.  This year saw plenty 
of free food, fun, games, prizes and entertainment.  
Sons were able to find donors who helped them hand 
out some big TV’s, too. (Below)
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- Joe Foss Institute of Scott-
sdale, Ariz., was awarded 
$20,000 for their project, “Vet-

CWF Grants from Page 1

erans Inspiring Patriotism in Youth.” This grant will assist children and 
youth by increasing their knowledge of American history and civics, and 
it will prepare them to become active, engaged citizens.

- National Children’s Alliance of Washington, D.C., was awarded $60,360 
for their project, “Preventing Youth-on-Youth Sexual Abuse: Recognizing 
& Addressing Children with Sexual Behavior Problems.” This grant will 
provide Children’s Advocacy Centers and caregivers with knowledge and 
tools to recognize and address children with sexual behavior problems 
and provide children’s organizations with the resources to advocate and 
implement CSBP-focused prevention initiatives in their own communi-
ties.

- National Hemophilia Foundation of New York, N.Y., was awarded 
$17,000 for their project, “Playing It Safe For Kids.” This grant will 
fund a booklet that targets teens and parents of younger children, edu-
cating them on the importance of physical activity, weight maintenance 
and how to be active in a safe way when living with a bleeding disorder.

- Talk About Curing Autism of Irvine, Calif., was awarded $27,721 for 
their project, “Autism Journey Guides.” This grant will provide parents 
with information, research, peer input on where to start, what works for 
other families and important next steps on treating autism with the intent 
of recovery.

- The National Children’s Cancer Society of St. Louis was awarded 
$25,000 for their project, “Sun Day-Fun Day.” This grant will promote 
sun safety and give children the opportunity to fundraise for kids their 
own age with cancer. The key messages of the program includes limit time 
in the sun, play in the shade, use sunscreen and wear protective clothing.

- ThinkFirst Foundation of Naperville, Ill., was awarded $21,100 for 
their project, “Injury Prevention Reinforcement Materials.” This grant 
will produce injury prevention materials that reinforce ThinkFirst injury 
prevention presentation messaging for children and teens.

 The children are the one’s who benefit from our efforts as we contin-
ue to support The American Legion Child Welfare Foundation. National 
Commander Kevin’s goal for his year is $1.50 per member for CWF in 
an effort to surpass the organization’s all-time $7M mark.  “It will be A 
Little Piece Of Heaven When We Get To Seven.”

Do you have a story to share?

that The American Legion Family 
was founded upon.  Our forefathers 
once raised their right hands and 
made commitments to serve in the 
armed forces and to serve the Unit-
ed States.  We do something very 
similar each time we recite the 
preamble to our constitution.  The 
feelings I experienced that day, lit-
erally, rocked me, and it has always 
seemed like that word would make 
an appropriate acronym.
 Every day, we should pay tribute 
to our veterans by celebrating our 
freedoms and the men and wom-
en who fought to preserve them.  I 
try to remember that, without the 
service and sacrifices of veterans, 
this country would not be the great 
nation that it is.  They have given 
of themselves in the hope that I 
might live in peace and enjoy all 
of the rights and privileges of be-
ing an American citizen.  All veter-
ans gave something of themselves; 
some even gave all to ensure our 
blessings of life, liberty, freedom 
and the pursuit of happiness. I try 
to take a moment each day to re-
member that and say “Thank you” 
to veterans, even if only in the qui-
et of my own mind.
 Another way we can honor the 
service of our veterans is by re-
newing our dues in The American 
Legion Family.  It’s a simple, but 
meaningful, way to stand up and be 
counted.
 We’re now entering into the 
Christmas season and, on behalf of 
the National officers of the Sons, I 
would like to wish you a very joy-
ous and merry holiday and a happy 
beginning for the New Year.  God 
bless each and every one of you.  
May all your dreams and wishes 
come true throughout the coming 
year.

Rocked from Page 2

National Update
c/o Mike Pipher, Editor
612 S. State Road 446 - #35C
Bloomington, IN  47401

mpipher@iu.eduor
Next deadline is

February 1, 2016
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We’d wish you happy birthday - if we could

 The American Legion’s 116-
page bookazine dedicated to telling 
the story of Old Glory is now avail-
able for individual or bulk orders.
 “Indivisible: The Story of Our 
Flag” -- part of the Legion’s 100th 
Anniversary celebration -- is de-
signed like a magazine but is pro-
duced with a heavy, durable stock. 
The bookazine describes the histo-
ry of the American flag as shown 
through images, voices, lyrics, mile-
stones and meanings, as well as The 
Legion’s history of advocacy for re-
spect, etiquette and reverence for the 
flag and its meaning to all.
 The publication is now available 
for $9.95 on newsstands nation-
wide at Barnes & Noble, Books-A-
Million, Book World, Hastings and 
Sam’s Club, as well as PXs and 
commissaries. Orders can also be 
placed at www.legion.org/flag.
 “Indivisible” presents a 100th 
Anniversary fundraising oppor-
tunity for posts, which can buy 
bookazines in bulk and resell them 
to members or the public. Bulk or-
ders of 25 or more books cuts the 
price to $7.95 each.
 Posts, districts and departments 
are encouraged to buy the booka-
zine in bulk and distribute to schools 
or libraries, or use as a fundraiser 
or membership incentive. The pub-
lication hit newsstands in Novem-
ber.  Legion Family members can 
help raise awareness and excite-
ment about the flag bookazine by 
coordinating events with their local 
bookstores where the bookazine is 
being sold.
 For example, Legion Family 
members can create an event around 
showing customers how to properly 
fold a flag, collecting unserviceable 
flags, or sharing the overall story of 
what the bookazine is about.

Stuff your stockings 
with this bookazine Reported S.A.L. Dates of Birth
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 By next summer, National 
Commander Collier would like to 
see that the Sons of The American 
Legion has increased its member-
ship to 400,000 members.  In to-
day’s electronically-driven world, 
just imagine how much better we 
could do our work on behalf of vet-
erans if we could rapidly contact 
our members via e-mail.
 As of this month, The American 
Legion National Headquarters only 
has birth date records for 53,000 of 
our S.A.L. members.  That’s more 
than three times as many than a de-
cade ago, but only about one in ev-

ery six members has registered his 
e-mail address with HQ.
 There are a variety of ways 
Sons can report their e-mails.

- Pick up a phone and call the Na-
tional HQ Customer Service at 
(800) 433-3318
- Squadron Adjutants can fill out a 
Date of Birth Form (found in Na-
tional Administrative Manual)
- Send us a postcard at Sons of The 
American Legion P.O. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206
- Fill out Date of Birth section on 
the membership application
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devotion to serve the country and 
its citizens. We, as Sons, are ob-
viously focused on the military 
aspect of that devotion as well as 
thanking those that serve and have 
served our country in its times of 
need. From the earliest days of our 
nation’s birth, citizens have shown 
a devotion to establish a country 
free from persecution and devoted 
to freedom, liberty, and democra-
cy.  Those that see this as a positive 
thing continue to support people 
who choose to serve the country, 
through the military, through polit-
ical and public service, and those 
who volunteer time to help others 
for whatever the cause.
 As we “foster and perpetuate a 
true spirit of Americanism” through 
our daily activities in the Sons of 
The American Legion, we transfer 

that love of country and value of 
“justice, freedom and democracy” 
on to our youth. Strengthening the 
spirit of Americanism in all our cit-
izens has positive values but espe-
cially when we engage the youth of 
our nation. They are truly the cit-
izens of tomorrow who will carry 
on, not only the legacy of our orga-
nization but, the legacy established 
over 200 years ago as our nation 
formed from a group of dedicated 
patriots.
 Part of our overall purpose and 
mission is to continue to “incul-
cate an individual obligation to 
the community state and nation.”  
When this is done through a spirit 
of Americanism, the true power of 

Americanism from Page 2
the individual comes to fruition. 
Each of us helping our communi-
ty’s efforts in some way reflects the 
positive element of Americanism 
that many immigrants still seek out 
in the U.S. today as they leave their 
native lands for a better life and fu-
ture.
 Embrace the ideals of the Sons. 
Work daily to make this a better 
country, help this carry through 
to the next generation by getting 
involved with our youth, start a 
Scout group, volunteer at a VA, or 
undertake just the simple act of go-
ing out and voting in our upcoming 
elections. Exercise your rights and 
make a difference.  Let the spirit of 
Americanism reflect from all you 
do!

www.legion.org/programs
There’s much (fun) to choose from!


